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I was before engaged in. Lest he should grow too vain
upon this encouragement, I to this day keep him under due
mortification. I seldom reside with him when any of his
friends are at leisure to receive me, by whose hands, how-
ever, he is duly supplied. As I have passed through many
scenes of life, and a long series of years, I choose to be con-
sidered in the character of an old fellow, and take care that
those under my influence should speak consonantly to it.
This account, I presume, will give no small consolation to
Sylvia, who may rest assured, that Isaac BickerstafT is to be
seen in more forms than she dreamt of; out of which variety
she may choose what is most agreeable to her fancy. On
Tuesdays, he is sometimes a black, proper, young gentleman,
with a mole on his left cheek. On Thursdays, a decent
well-looking man, of a middle stature, long flaxen hair, and
a florid complexion. On Saturdays, he is somewhat of the
shortest, and may be known from others of that size by talk-
ing in a low voice, and passing through the streets without
much precipitation.